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Miller v. Alabama
	The United States Supreme Court is the highest court in the country’s federal judiciary. The court is made up of nine justices, chief justice, and eight associate justices. The court receives nearly 10000 petitions for certiorari annually. The Supreme Court, at its discretion, selects cases they would review. About 1% of petitions are granted plenary review with oral arguments. Some of the cases selected for review began at either state or federal court systems. One of the cases chosen for review is Miller v. Alabama, 2012. Miller and his friend had found Miller’s neighbor, Cole Cannon, passed out in his trailer and decided to rob him.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As they were robbing him, Cannon regained consciousness, and a fistfight ensued. Miller and one of his friends thought they had killed Cannon and set the trailer ablaze to conceal evidence of the crime. Investigators revealed that Cannon was alive when his trailer was set on fire. Miller was convicted and given life imprisonment without parole. Miller’s counsel filed a series of appeals on the state level, which were denied. The petitioner eventually filed for a writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court, which subsequently granted a case review in 2011. On June 25th, 2012, the court weighed on the constitutionality of life without parole sentences for minors and ruled in favor of the petitioners (Miller v. Alabama, 2012). The court’s judgment was based on two cases, Miller v. Alabama and Jackson v. Hobbs, in which all perpetrators were minors. In this case, I agree with the majority decision that life sentences for juveniles are unconstitutional.
	Studies show that the teenage brain is still under development. Although sometimes their physical growth may seem to be complete, their brain development is not yet finished. Foulkes & Blakemore (2018) assert that brain mapping technologies show that an adolescent or teenagers’ brain is different from that of an adult due to the ongoing development. Scientists reveal that the brain of a human being takes about 25 years to achieve full development, which shows that teenage brains cannot perform at adult levels. Whereas the teenage behaviors can seem to be normal for parents, it is to the contrary as research indicate that patterns of brain construction during developmental years play a crucial role in shaping teenagers’ actions and personality. Therefore, teenagers and adolescent behaviors are biologically related. 
	The human brain develops in a rather uneven way starting from the back of the head to the front during the early teenage years through to mid-20s. This shows why teenagers exhibit unusual behavior and are often subject to risk-taking. Foulkes & Blakemore (2018) state that the part controlling emotion, physical activity and motivation develops first in the back of the brain. The part controlling impulses and reasoning, which is referred to as the prefrontal cortex develops last. Walker et al. (2017) reveal that the prefrontal cortex does not fully mature until when one is in his or her mid-20s. The slow development of other parts of the brain has implications on teenagers’ behavior, for instance, failure to think of the negative consequences of their actions. Teenagers' brain development and behavior are linked closely. Whereas brain differences exist, it does not entirely mean that adolescents and young people cannot tell the difference between what is right and wrong or make good decisions. Additionally, it does not mean that young people should not be held accountable for their actions but creates an understanding that can help anticipate and manage their behavior.
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